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Sunday School Attendance
2006 1 in 25 children
1964 1 in 5 children
1946 1 in 3 children

Alas 'ageism' is alive and well
in many churches, where

ministry often focuses on young
people and young families to the
exclusion of older members of
the congregation.

The baby boomers, born to
young families after the 2nd
world war, grew up believing that
they could make a difference to
the world. They witnessed the
birth of the welfare state, lived
through the birth of the
'permissive culture' and are
accustomed to spending their
disposable income on clothes,
package holidays and pleasure.
This is the generation that began
reaching their sixties from 2005
onwards. Many do not accept
that they are getting older.
"People have this obsession…
They want you to be like you

were in 1969. They want you to,
because otherwise their youth
goes with you, you know?" – Sir
Mick Jagger.*

The real challenge for the
church will occur when the
growing numbers of the 'younger
old' suddenly begin to realise
that they are not immortal.
Against this background Outlook
recognises that it has a major role
to play envisioning, encouraging
and equipping individuals and
churches to develop strategies of
outreach that communicate
relevantly with the growing ranks
of the 'younger old'. With people
whose lives are no longer
anchored in 'traditional' church
or biblical values.
To this end we plan to develop as
a one-stop shop providing
information and resources for
individuals and churches seeking
to engage in ministry and
mission among older people.
*From ‘Discovering Faith in Later Life’ 

published by Church Army.

Outlook
Looking Ahead
During the fourteen and a half years since Outlook was
established enormous changes have been occurring in society.
We now live in post-modern, post-Christian, multi-faith Britain.
The Government's Respect Agenda speaks about anti-social
behaviour characterised for example by anti-social drinking,
yobbish behaviour, vandalism, drug dealing and rubbish
dumping. We have the lowest marriage and highest divorce
rates in Europe. Daily collective worship is a legal requirement
for England's schools, but only a quarter of secondary schools
actually comply. Sunday School Attendance is in decline as
indicated below:

SOUNDS
FAMILIAR

Just a line to say I'm living 
That I'm not among the dead 
Tho' I'm getting more forgetful 
And mixed up in the head.

I've got used to my arthritis 
To my dentures I'm resigned 
I can cope with my bifocals 
But ye Gods I miss my mind.

I sometimes can't remember 
When I'm standing by the stair 
If I'm going up for something 
Or have I just come down from
there?

And before the fridge so often 
My mind is full of doubt: 
Did I put some food away 
Or did I come to take it out?

So remember that I love you 
And my face it sure is red 
'Cos instead of posting this to you 
I've opened it instead!

Thanks to CSPA Winter 2006
Magazine, Issue 227

?



Derrick Norton –
Holiday at Home
"Have you heard of the Outlook
Trust?" a Methodist Minister’s
wife asked Derrick Norton when
he became an Evangelism Enabler
with the Bristol District of the
Methodist Church back in 1999.

After reading Three Score Years
and Then? by Rhena Taylor,
Derrick realised the evangelistic
potential of a Holiday at Home for
the church and began to promote
the idea through literature, general
Synods and other church meetings.

He describes a Holiday at Home
as, "a gift of love to retired people
and a social event which
encourages people on their faith
journey". They are held in August,
when older people often remain at
home, life is lonelier, and social
and church events often close
down. "It is about ministering to
the whole person… and having
fun", says Derrick. The Gospel is

conveyed through a good lunch,
and an interesting programme with
a good entertainer/speaker, as well
as through testimony, and having
time to listen.

There are many stories to be
told, including the lady who cried
with happiness on the car journey
home, because she had been able
to share her 90th birthday with
others; and the man in his 80's

who was so pleased to be able to
bring his rarely used drum kit to
church and play along with "Songs
of Praise"!

Each church that has run a
Holiday at Home has done it again
the following year and four have
subsequently held re-union days.
Two of these have even started a
monthly or bi-monthly event with
the clear potential to become
"fresh expressions of church".

It is important of course to
contact those outside the church
who may be more isolated socially.
Building relationships with others
such as Age Concern, Social
Services and the Salvation Army
can help. Are there lapsed members
or pastoral visitor contacts who
would welcome an invitation to
such an event? Holiday at Home,
however, stands on its own as a
love gift. There should be no
expectation for people to start
church attendance – though we
have found that a few have!

From Our Members

Derrick Norton

Michael, a member of Outlook since October 2005,
is a professional Christian Pastoral Care Worker
with FTCCOP, an
independent local trust.
He works with Care
Homes, Churches of all
denominations and
Individual Clients.

He writes, "I have been
a regular visitor to 19
residential homes. These
include homes catering for
personal care, nursing,
elderly mentally ill,
dementia, and sheltered
accommodation. I have
developed links with the
staff, conversed with
residents, and am available to assist in appropriate
situations. I have been called upon to speak with
specific residents, to offer spiritual counsel, and to
address practical issues.

I lead the worship in five homes, with the help of
over 20 volunteers who assist by accompanying

hymns, in praying aloud, and Bible reading. In my
absence some are able and willing to give the address,

which provides
training opportunities
for those unused to
public speaking.
Worship services
constitute a ministry
to the staff as well as
to residents. We are
aware of staff
hovering "with intent"
to catch the words,
which are always
centred on Jesus
Christ as Saviour,
Lord and Friend."

I have visited most
churches on Sunday mornings and/or weekday events
to speak about the work. Listeners frequently express
surprise at the range of concerns we seek to address.
Sometimes I am asked to preach.

Nine volunteers are currently qualified, with
appropriate CRB checks, to befriend older folk in their

Michael Allen – Felixstowe Trust for the Christian Care of Older
People (FTCCOP)

Michael at St Marys Nursing Home



own homes. The need for more is only too apparent,
although our system is tapping into a latent reservoir
of resources, which are now being activated and
directed through the opportunities that continue to
arise.

I have visited at least 27 older people in their
homes once and some on many occasions besides of
course many individuals in Care Homes.

Recently Age Concern have referred 9 people to

me. My policy with each client is to visit personally to
assess the situation, offering practical assistance
where I can. For example, I have linked/transported
older people to one of the three regular local Church
luncheons, investigated the provision of a ramp for a
back door and found an outlet for unwanted
possessions at auction or charity shops. In a few cases
I have succeeded in linking individuals with an
FTCCOP visitor.

Group  A f f i l i a t ion
Provides:

Copies of the bi-annual Outlook
Newsletter.

Access to available resources.

Links to other individuals and groups
working with older people

Assistance with projects to develop your
ministry to older people.

Access to customised seminars and
training workshops.

Share ideas, develop mission and
outreach in the community

Cost: £50 per annum

I nd i v idua l  Membersh ip

For those who recognize the spiritual
needs of older people and share our
vision to help them understand the
Christian Faith. 

We offer encouragement, support and
training. 

To receive regular mailings, complete the
slip overleaf. 

Fund ing
As Outlook is a faith mission we suggest
a minimum annual membership donation
of £20 to cover mailing and development
of this ministry.

Advantages  o f  Membersh ip

(a) Fellowship with others who share the 
same calling.

(b) Prayer backing and encouragement 
for your own projects in evangelism.

(c) Access to OUTLOOK’S resource 
material.

(d) Opportunity to join OUTLOOK 
teaching and witness teams.

(e) Preference for places at OUTLOOK 
conferences, training events and other
activities.

How to join us

Retirement can be seen as a junction or a terminus; a fork in the road or a dead end; a feeling of being
surplus or the potential of making a new and significant contribution – so often we agree mentally with
such options but the practice of seeing the positives can be much more difficult. 'The choice is yours' was
a phrase used in an old TV quiz programme and is very appropriate for this or indeed any phase of life.

My career was in the world of IT (Information Technology) starting programming in the 1960s – the days of
transistors and finishing in Senior Management in a large multi national company. I enjoyed a whole variety of
experiences both in this country and overseas. Prior to early retirement I felt God's call to use my gifting in
Christian work.

This led to three years with Oasis Trust where, under Steve Chalke, I headed up 'Church Resources' an area
that included their training courses, church planting and evangelism initiatives. I even found myself for six
months as 'acting' CEO!! Being stretched in new ways, I was often taken outside my comfort zone meaning a
new dependency on God and ongoing growth for me as a person.

I left Oasis to further my increasing interests and involvement with three Christian groups – Stewardship
(www.stewardship.org.uk ), Counties (www.countiesuk.org ) and the Church Planting Initiative 
(www.churchplantinginitiative.co.uk ) plus also a major Christian Trust. I also
started part time study for an M.A. in Mission, with Birmingham Christian
College and passed!. My dissertation was on 'The Retired and the response of the
Church in England'. This opened up a whole new area of calling, interest and
activity.

Out of my dissertation came an article in Christianity magazine, which
challenged the major denominations and the Evangelical Alliance (EA) to do
more for Seniors. To their credit, EA took up the gauntlet and re-initiated their
'Reaching Older People Network' and invited me to be part of this. It has now
evolved into VOX (Valuing Older Experience) and seeks to raise awareness,
educate and enthuse others into a ministry with Seniors. See
www.eauk.org/churches/community/valuing-older-experience.cfm for more
information. With a focus on Seniors I am now involved in running a group in
my Church, uniting with others in the Borough for inter Church initiatives and
having openings to speak, share and enthuse others in the opportunities.

Brian Adams – Retirement – Surplus or Significant?

Brian Adams


